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Make my hands respect the things you have
made,
my ears sharp to hear your voice.
Make me wise, so that | may know the things
you have taught my People.
The lessons you have hidden in every leaf and
rock.
| seek strength not to be superior to my brothers,
but to be able to fight my greatest enemy,
myself.
Make me ever ready to come to you,
with clean hands and straight eyes,
so when life fades as a fading sunset,
my spirit may come to you without shame.
Author Unknown

Conversation was never begun at once, nor in a
hurried manner. No one was quick with a question, no
matter how important, and no one was pressed for an
answer. A pause giving time for thought was the truly

courteous way of beginning and conducting a
conversation. Silence was meaningful with the Lakota,
and his granting a space of silence to the speech-
maker and his own moment of silence before talking
was done in the practice of true politeness and regard
for the rule that "thought comes before speech.”

Luther Standing Bear, Oglala Sioux Chief

NEWS FROM INSIDE
THE WALLS
Kevin Eagle Tall,
Spokesman,
ALL NATIONS
Sandstone, MN

Greetings to everyone,

but humble handshake
from the “All Nations” Native Group here at
FCI, Sandstone MN.

Our group is growing again, sad but true.
Brothers leaving, hoping and praying they
stay outa trouble, we'll be having a “Staying
Away” party for a couple bro's this month.
We had a good year 2002, the fall was
especially good to us. The brothers won the
super bowl this season only one loss. First
time | ever witnessed the “Commod Train”
or Arrow formation up the middle. We had
two teams, was one, but took all the best
players and they took the game's. Our

Annual Fall Gathering Pow Wow was
successful and memorable. We had 53
guests, family members, with policy we had
to hold the event in the visit room, it was
skin tight, but again it was mostly all family.
Wesley Black Elk was our MC at the Pow
Wow. We had the Menominee Veterans
attend, they took the expenses on themselves
and that is humbling because they know we
have it hard as it is. They also brought the
Menominee Princess Flora Menage, she
floated to the drum, she wore pastel colors
just like a butterfly. We also was honored
with a Head Dancer (male) and female Head
Dancer, Anne Dunn, who also is a
captivating story teller, she told the story of
the Trickster and the Ducks with Red Eyes,
by the Round house with the Round hole
Humphrey by the Round lake. Her daughter
Anne Humphrey also honored us with her
unique voice, singing two songs with guitar;
her two little ones were traditional all the
way, just cute. Again the Fry bread made its
way through the crowd, raisins, cinnamon
and sugar, all over. OK, so | spaced out the
Wojapi in the cart but it stil tasted good
when | discovered it again for the first time.
All in all the Gathering was special, there is
much more to it but no time. We also had
our after Pow Wow activities, the
youngsters beat those old guys in the first
softball game 22-14, but the second game us
oldsters smoked them youngsters 33-0. We
all got to do push ups. We won't mention
our Talking Circle Facilitator Julies slide
into second base 4 feet short of the base,
(nobody laughed) till later. Ha. Or who took
out Kristen so he didn't have to do push-ups
but had to do them anyway. Our Pipes
Program starts soon. People in Prison,
Entering Sobriety and we hope to get the
Red Book too. Fond de lac Tribal College
will be here in January to offer courses.

Merry Christmas — Happy New Year

From “All Nations”

Dear SD Prisoner Support Group

| appreciate all you do for all of us
on the inside. Especially with issues like the
phones.....there is such a difference in the
women, many smiles & joyful sounds.



Some are talking with their families for the
first time in years. What a blessing it has
been. Rita V. SDWP

The Native American Ten
Commandments

1. Treat the Earth and all that
dwell thereon with respect.

2. Show great respect for your
fellow beings.

3. Work together for the benefit
of all mankind.

4. Give assistance and kindness
wherever needed.

5. Look after the well being of
mind and body.

6. Remain close to the Great
Spirit.

7. Do what you know to be right.
8. Dedicate a share of your
efforts to the greater good.

9. Be truthful and honest at all
times.

10. Take full responsibility for
your actions.

Author unknown
e By Jeffrey Scott

Update”
which cited Turner v Safley, 482 U.S. 78,
96 L.ED.2D 64, 107 s Ct. 2254 (1987), the
U.S. Supreme Court has held that: “We
nonetheless maintained that the
constitutional rights that prisoners posses are
more limited in scope than the constitutional
rights held by individuals in society at large.
In the First Amendment context, for
instance, some rights are simply inconsistent
with the status of a prisoner or “with the
legitimate penological objectives of the
corrections system,” Pell v. Procunier, 417
U.S. 817,822, 41 L. Ed. 2d 495, 94 S. Ct.
2800, prohibitions on the activities of
prisoners’ labor union, see North Carolina
Prisoners’ Labor Union, Inc., supra, at 133,
53 L.Ed.2d 629,97 S. Ct. 2532, and
restrictions on inmate-to-inmate written

correspondence, see Turner, supra, at 93, 96
L.Ed.2d 64, 107 S. Ct. 2254. Moreover,

In addition to the
“Legal News

because the “problems of prisons in America
are complex and intractable,” and because
courts are particularly “ill equipped” to deal

with these problems, Martinez, supra, at
404-405, 40 L.Ed.2d 224, 94 S.Ct.1800, we
generally have deferred to the judgments of
prison officials in  upholding these
regulations against constitutional challenge.

Reflecting this understanding, in Turner we
adopted a unitary, deferential standard for
reviewing prisoners’ constitutional claims:
“Wlhen a prison regulation impinges on
inmates’ constitutional rights, the regulation
is valid if it is reasonably relalegitimate
penological interest.” 482 U.S., at 89,96 L.
Ed. 2d 64, 107 S. Ct. 2254. Under this
standard, four factors are relevant. First and
foremost, “there must be a ‘valid, rational
connection’ between the prison regulation
and the legitimate [and neutrall
governmental interest put forward to justify
it.” Ibid. (quoting Block v. Rutherford, 468
U.S. 576, 586, 82 L. Ed. 2d 438, 104 S. Ct.
3227 (1984). If the connection between the
regulation and the asserted goal is
“arbitrary or irrational,” then the
regulation fails, irrespective of whether the
other factors tilt in its favor. 482 U.S., at 89-
90, 96 L.Ed.2d 64, 107 S. Ct. 2254. In
addition, courts should consider three other
factors: the existence of “alternative means
of exercising the right” available to
inmates; “the impact accommodation of the
asserted constitutional right will have on
guards and other inmates, and on the
allocation of prison resources generally;”
and “the absence of ready alternatives”
available to the prison for achieving the
governmental objectives. Id., at 90, 96 L.
Ed. 2d 64.107 S. Ct 2254.

See: Shaw v Murphy 149 L.Ed.2d at 427
(2001)

Example: This court need not consider the
Turner v. Safley, 482 U.S. 78 (1987), four-
factor analysis in determining whether the
petition and accompanying memorandum
state a claim or shows a constitution
violation. See,e.g., Shaw v. Murphy, 149
L.Ed.2d 420, 427 (200). See also:_Pugh v.
Locke, 406 F. Supp.318, 330 (M.D.




Aa.1976), offd, 559 F.2d 283 (5"
Cir.1977), cert. denied, 438 U.S. 781 (1978)
“A penal system cannot be operated in such
a manner that it impedes an inmate’s ability
to attempt rehabilitation, or simply to avoid
physical, mental or social deterioration.

Newly Elected SD Prisoner Support Group
Board of Directors

Chairperson: Marletta Pacheco

Vice Chairperson: Carol Hatten-Young
Secretary: Lorelei Black Elk

Treasurer: Pat Mexican

Board Members; Glenda Hill, Evelyn New,
Gaylene Rich, Linda Ede.l

SISO OSSOSO

An American Indian elder described his

own inner struggles this way: "Inside of

me there two dogs. One of the dogs is
mean and evil. The other dog is good.
The mean dog fights the good dog all the
time." When asked which dog wins, he

reflected for a moment and replied, "The
one | feed the most."

Unknown

Relatives, Brothers, Friends,

It was a big surprise plus a shock, also very
healing for what all of you done for me. Wopila:
Wana cante ki mayaza sk’ sni.(Thanks, now my
heart doesn't hurt that much). Felt great to be
able to attend, also partake in the beautiful
"Grand Entry'. Being honored, also the
Memorial song for my son Bill Turney,
"Mahpiya To Hoksila" will always be in my
heart forever. Special Wopila to all who knew
Bill. Wopila for the delicious meal, also the
kindness of being treated, waited on. Wopila to
the cooks. The dancers held their heads high,
very proud with dignity, pride, respect upon
"Grand Entry'. George Blue Bird, you could
really kick it out plus probably win in a contest.
The giveaway was very nice plus the beadwork
beautiful. "know most of you are so busy with
other plans during your visit there, there’s not
enough time to bead, prepare for a special
occasion but all worked together and it was very
special, beautiful time to remember for as long as
I'm alive. The beautiful shawl that was given to
me will have "Mahpiya To Hoksila" on back and
used for special Pow Wow among my people in
Jameson Hall. The singing sounded very good.
You guys are number "1" on my Lakota Chart.
Wopila Mr. John Around Him, for your beautiful

soprano voice. Wopila, Mary Montoya for your
kindness respect, helpfulness to my people.
Couldn't wait to share the beautiful time with the
rest of my family. Also haven't danced so long
that | had cramps in my feet and legs. Guess
that's what | get for having "skinny turkey legs"
joke. Once again "Wopila Tanka" for a beautiful
memory.

Mitaukuye Oyasin

Twylla Turner

IN MEMORY OF BILL K. TURNEY
(MAHPIYA TO HOKSILA)

Son, Brother, and Friend to all.

You will be with us forever.

Seems like only yesterday | heard your voice
Wondered when you would appear, call or
maybe a letter,

We remember you as always laughing, saying
"Ake Wana'

Certain songs and saying bring fond memories.
If 1 could only hold you for a second, my heart
would heal some.

Love Forever,
Roger Amiotte Twylla Turney

Little Lost
Warrior

Lost is the Watrrior, on his
pony in the rain:

Stripped of his pride, yet,
Still he rides;

And his face shows not the
pain.....

The spirit world is all he
knows,

For the visions are his
only guide;

The time is hard, still his
faith it grows,

Along his lonely ride.....
The journey is long and
many moons will pass;
Until his spirit may be
purified at last.

So take a look, inside
yourself,



Yes, give the Great Spirit
his due.

And don'’t be surprised,
As you gaze into his eyes,
If that little lost

Warrior, isn't you!

By Michael Never Misses A
Shot
Rec'd 8-16-02

SISO OSSOSO
“everything on the earth has a purpose,
every disease an herb to cure it, and every
person a mission. This is the Indian theory
of existence.” Mourning Dove (Christine

Quintasket), Salish
SISO

Winners of the Horror Story Contest

First place: 041 Mia Goings

2" place: 045 Kimberly Terca

3" place: 056 Sharla VVan Bockern

002 Matthew Ducheneaux 003 Jen Stahl
006 Brenda Woodruff 013 Richard Crutchfield
018 Danny Goodroad 021 Gary Kaiser
035 Michael Robinson 038 Thomas Pellegrino
051 Steve Layton 053 Levi Flute
063 James Hanna 069 Fidel Arguello

In October we sent out information
concerning a contest for courtroom
horror stories and these are the
winners.

Letter sentin by, Gary Kaiser
1% Plea Bargains

I have had the opportunity over the past
five years to listen and discuss the problems
encountered by inmates concerning court
appointed Counsel, plea bargains, and sentences.

Overcrowding in prison and sentences
that are way out of proportion to the crime.
Many times a defendant goes to court thinking
he will get one sentence according to his plea
bargain and to his surprise gets something totally
different. Many who agree to plea bargains
really don't understand what they are really
getting for their sentence.

A young person goes in front of his
sentencing Judge, the Judge gives him for a
minor felony 10 years but suspends 8 years
which means, under new law, he would probably
spend approx. 6 months in prison. The problem
is, no one told him that in addition to the 6
months in prison, he’s going to be on parole for
9 % years. When he took his plea bargain he
thought he was getting a 2 year sentengewong!
The Parole Board will make him sign a waiver
which they call SD DOC Board of Pardons and
Paroles Supervision agreement.

So instead of doing 6 months in prison
and 1 % years on parole (surprise) he will be
under the supervision of DOC for a total of 10
years instead of the 2 years he thought he was
getting. He was never told, when he agreed to
the plea bargain, that it really covered 10 years
of his life.

If he refuses to sign the agreement for
parole, the Parole Board will deny him his new
law parole. He either signs, and in part gives up
his suspended portion to parole along with the
other restrictions and limitations or the Parole
Board denies parole and he stays in prison.

At the beginning, adding to all of this
are Judges, Court Appointed Counsels, DOC and
the Parole Board who either don’t know what the
extent of their actions bring forth or who really
don't care.

2" Suspended Sentences

Look at the new Parole Agreement read
the first paragraph and then read SDCL 23 A-27
-19 this paragraph and the SD Statute (23 A-27-
19) don't have the same definition nor is any of
this explained to the inmate signing this
agreement.

When an inmate signs this he does 2
things, he turns his supervised portion of his
sentence to parole status and he give the parole
board the power to impose the entire sentence
and not give him or her any credit for the time he
or she spent on parole, (street time). If an inmate
is on Parole for three years and is violated and
sent back to prison on his original 2 years with 8
suspended of the 10 year total, the Parole Board
has now changed his original sentence from 10
years to 13 years. He is now going to do 13
years in prison on a 10 year sentence.

From the Sept. 9, 2002 print out under
(Adults on Parole) There are 334 on suspended
sentence parole, now under Male and Female



Admissions FY 2002 totals 423 inmates back in
prison, there is no break down as to Male &
Female SSV totals, so since the sentences for
Males (average) (length of stay) 18 months and
Females is 11 months best educated guess is a
factor of 2/3rds, 66% of 423 = 279 inmates (male
and female) parole violators who were on parole
on suspended time only, by adding 279 + 334 =
613 inmates who are involved someway with
doing suspended portion of their sentence. Why?
The Judge didn’t order it.

Approx 613 inmates who could be free
of DOC and the Parole Board if it wasn't for
suspended Sentences.

Please send us your release date or let us

know your new address so that we can continue

to keep in touch with you.
We haven’t sent out the newsletter in a while

and we’re happy to be getting it out again. If you

have something that is encouraging,
informational or just plain funny let us know.
The copies of the pictures don’t do justice to

the drawings that are sent in, for some reason it
takes a lot of the details and smoothness of the

art out. If you don’t mind that part we will try to
get your picture in.

Please remember to send your loved
ones behind the walls a letter, send them

your prayers and encouragement, money

is always needed, prison is a hard place
to be. Keep in contact with them, it's
important to keep our families together
and connected.

SDPSG

WEGROW

We grow...

from what we are,

into what we desire to be-
By Living to Learn;

By Learning to Live!

We Grow...

In all directions-

To cultivate the whole person;

To develop a desire for goodness;
To become eager for knowledge’

To have the capacity for friendship;
To appreciate all beauty;

We grow...

In awareness,

By keeping all channels of our
senses alert to that,...

which goes outside of us;

By keeping our minds alert to
the streams of thought
received from within us.

We Grow...

In new value;

By respecting the past and learning
it's lessons;

By being alive to inquiry;

By accepting challenges;

By exploring new areas;

By striving to “Walk In Balance”...
Always!

By having people like you who are
willing to share these thoughts.

We Grow...

In wider dimensions of the human

Spirit, contemplation, insight, intuition,
And praise while our spirit

Rises out of structures of consciousness
That're receptive to the vision of all
good.

We Grow...

In wisdom and understanding;
Because man is never finished;
Because man never arrives;

Because man’s education never stops!

State Tribal Relations Committee Meeting
By Peg Egan

The hearing convened on November 14 and 15
before the legislature's State-Tribal Relations
Committee to gather testimony on racism in
South Dakota's prisons and criminal justice
system was a tremendous success. Both days the
small hearing room was packed with observers
and those giving testimony, so much so that
attendees had to stand at the sides or sit just
outside in the hall. So many people gave
testimony that the hearing continued an hour or
two after it was scheduled to end. Although



a few committee members had to leave, most
stayed until the end, as this issue was obviously
one which profoundly affects a lot of people in
this state. Another part of the success was the
media coverage. Although the Argus Leader and
the Rapid City Journal both chose to ignore the
hearings, several other local reporters, a United
Press International stringer, and two radio
stations were there to report on what happened.
KILI was kind enough to broadcast live all the
testimony on both days. The testimony began on
the second day with a prayer by Webster Two
Hawk. The day started with the presentation of a
report commissioned byGovernor Janklow. Rich
Bronstein, the author of the report, and Steve
Feimer, researchers from the University of South
Dakota, presented their preliminary findings. In
a nutshell, the researchers said that although
Indians are 8.3% of the state population, 17.4%
of those charged with felonies (leaving out
misdemeanors, juvenile offenses, tribal and
federal charges), 21.5% of those incarcerated in
state prisons (leaving out jails, juvenile facilities,
tribal and federal facilities), and 31% of those in
segregation (42% of those in administrative
segregation), that you can't look at those figures.
Statistically, the researchers said, you must
compare like individuals to like individuals, and
they have to do further research to do that. This
means that to see if the DOC treats individuals of
different races differently, pretty much every-
thing else about the individuals must be the
same. Otherwise the differences can be
explained by the other factors. So, if a 36-year
old white male with a high school degree is
charged and convicted of drug possession, and is
employed at the time of his arrest, you have to
compare him to an Indian male in his mid-30s
with a high school degree or GED and a job who
was also charged and convicted of drug
possession, and then prove that they were treated
differently, in order to show that the criminal
justice system in South Dakota treats whites and
Lakotas differently. The presentation of the
researchers was not well-received.Representative
Tom Van Norman of Eagle Butte pointed out
that the percentages given above are even more
skewed, because a lot of Indians live on the rez,
so the percent living off-reservation in the
general state population, and thus exposed to a
possible state felony charge, is even lower than
8.3%. Also, the Governor's study looks at the
data from the charge stage, and so leaves out the
guestion of racial disparity in who gets arrested.
Another flaw is that the DOC does not have a
racial "box" for Chicano/Latino, so Mexicans

and Central Americans are counted as "white,"
further biasing the statistics. Lionel Bordeaux of
Sinte Gleska University asked why no Indian
universities had been asked to be involved in this
research, and offered Sinte Gleska resources to
assist the USD effort. Following the study report,
22 people gave testimony on issues ranging from
religious discrimination to the availability of
educational programs. Other issues raised were,
the use of solitary confinement and suicide,
health care - in particular that the current set-up
allows the DOC and the DOH to point fingers at
each other when problems arise and no one ends
up accountable, the double jeopardy that Indians
face under overlapping state, tribal, and federal
jurisdictions, overcronding, violence, the lack of
family notification of transfers, disciplinary
action, illness, emergency, and death, and the
economic reality of the state expanding prisons
(and creating jobs for guards, police,
administrators, service personnel, etc.) in
response to shrinking education and employment
opportunities on the street. As one prisoner's
mother put it, "We're tired of being your
paycheck.” One controversy arose over the DOC
response to forcibly removing a prisoner's
medicine bag. A letter received by the
Committee on the second day claimed that the
bag was removed because the colors of the
beadwork on it were “"gang-related.” This was a
change from the first reason given by the DOC,
that the medicine bag was "craft work" and thus
not allowed. A highlight of the testimony were
the number of people from the various
reservations who came to speak. Almost every
reservation in the state was represented, both by
ordinary people as well as tribal council
members and various officials. The legislative
response was very  positive. Several
representatives came by to hear all or part of the
testimony even though they were not on the
State-Tribal Relations Committee, such as Jim
Bradford. Tom Van Norman requested that the
legislative research council provide a staff
person for a subcommittee to write letters of
inquiry on the individual cases that were
presented, and volunteered to serve on the
subcommittee. As mother after mother testified
and broke down crying as they related the
suffering of their sons and daughters, several
legislators became emotional. At the end of the
day, the testimony of Stephanie Autumn,
member of the Hopi Nation and Coordinator of
the American Indian Prison Program Working
Group in Minneapolis offered a genuine
alternative. The working group offers a number



of culturally-specific  pre-release  services,
including cultural programming in Minnesota
prisons, American Indian case managers, and
bridges to the community to ease the transition
and provide support upon release. They also do
parole reporting in the Indian community. She
suggested creating a position at the state
penitentiary in Sioux Falls, and forming a task
force consisting of one person from each
reservation and the employee in that new
position. Legislators eagerly questioned her
about the Minnesota Prison Program, wanting to
know the annual costs, what part of the state
budget funded the program, how many offices
and staff the program had, and how many
prisoners/ex-prisoners were served by the
program. Legislators did not commit to creating
a task force, but they were clearly excited by the
possibility, and wanted to look into it further.
Overall, the meetings were a tremendous
success. Looking to the future, there are a few
suggestions for making them even better. We
could make sure the hearings are transcribed by a
reporter and bound into a report, so legislators
who seek to advance these issues have a
reference to use besides the paper copies of
testimony that were handed in. And finally,
we could propose solutions and alternatives, with
figures and budget suggestions. The positive
response of the legislators to the alternative that
was put before them suggests that they like a
problem to be presented with a solution, rather
than leaving it up to them to solve. With that,
thanks again to the many, many people who
came and testified, from tribal council members
and university presidents to regular mothers and
fathers. Especially to the courageous people like
the spiritual advisors to the prisons, and the
former Pennington County Jail counselor, who
testified to the racism they saw from the inside.
Each and every one of them, and all of us here at
SDSPG, remember you every day and are
working to make a change. Happy New Year!
South Dakota Prisoner
Support Group

Box 3285

=  Rapid City, SD 57709



