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SUBSTANTIVE SESSION OF 2001
Geneva 23-27, July 2001

Thank you, Mr. President and all Members of E.COS.O.C. for allowing me, once agais, to address your
substantive session. My name is Willte Litlechild, LP.C. of the International Organization of Indigenous
Resource Development, an N.G.O. with special consultative statas atE.COS.0.C Thisinterventionis also
on behalf of the Samson Cree Nation and by consensus, the Indigenous Caucus which met here in Geneva
over the two days July 21 and 22/01] and those attending the W.G.LP. Over one hundred {100] Indigenous
debgammdmhﬁmwmm&mmmmmdimhopb’ regions of the world. |
am accomparied this afternoon by other Indigenous N.G.0.’s with consultative status.

At the outset, Mr. President Simonovic, on behalf of the Indigenous Cancus, thank you very much for aking
tie from your very busy schedule to meet with us on Sanday. Your presence and the resulting information
exchange was most useful. Thank yon also, officially, ® all Membess of EC.OS0.C. for your historic
decision on mE/RBINMm”MMatNewYodbahbnﬂtamm

Since then, the Indigenous Caucus Members have been very active with regional discussions and
consultations on the U.N. Permanent Forum for Indigenous isses. of the Indigenous
Caucus have met with Her Excellency the High Commissioner for Human Rights Robinson, since the
mwswwwmmumummummmd;mr&mm
Immmmmmmmwmm@ws«mmmmm
mwmwmummmmmmwmwmwmmwﬁwm
with regard to this agenda item 14(3) on the U.N. Permanent Fosum for indigenous Peoples.

mmthv&madmwwnemkmeabwbrwm
mppoﬁnddﬁmc&uemmmofmm&mwﬁd,wmumrpeﬁ;ﬁonh
dnuigﬁﬂspﬁﬂdhlmvmm,muantbmwﬁbyu{smmm

1. Mmmrnmmuunmmm»ummmwmwdy
to ECOSO.C , we are concerned about its sapport and ability to furction. As the High
Wmmmmm&m,mmmummmmd Iquote:
‘Gedng&efamupandtumingwmhlchnengehanpum-gom the UN.

oxpxizuﬁonsmdhdigmm?eoplm-andwﬂhequimmworkins

and innovative approaches.” 1 underscore “new working practices and innovative

ap - We,ammmmom:wm:uwm

:Wuﬁﬂ&mmmmbkmhm%h&wm?@pb.w
Indigenous experts.
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We are also very comcemed about the possible termination of the UN. Working Group on
Indigenous Peoples. As you how,ithasnotahzmbdibmandale,whichisdiﬁmentfmmﬂ\e
U.N. Permanent Foram, nor has it compieted its work. The U.N. Permanent Forum was ot a trade
off for the Working Group on Indigenous Peoples, it provides an essential ongoing exchange of
views between Indigenous Peoples and Member States of the U.N. Again, we
recommend the continnation of the W.G.IP.

3. Mwmmwu,m,wem&ew&m,hnwedmwm
regionsforsdecdonofomeigi'nt(s)b{enbuﬂoﬂnUN Permanent Foram beering in mind one
of the initial fundamental principles of full and equal participation. We are concerned by yvour
WW&M&RWWWsmMMyW
you mmmumwmwmmwywmpe«w
Ww«mmmmmmm

Finally, Mr. President, I believe we will accomplish great things together in the UN. Permaent Forom

during this new miBernium. We will in the spisit of the theme for the International Decade for Indigerous '

Peoples, have true “Partnership in Action.” With proper follow up within E.C.0S.0.C. and the General
Assemblyof&nfummmendaﬁomandadviceby:heMmbasotﬂ:eU.N. Permanent Forum, wewill
see Indigenous Peoples take their rightful place in the family of Nations and humankind with a full Right
to Self-Determination as Indigenous Peoples. Withyour permission, Mz. President, Iwould now like toyield
the floor o my colleague and brother, Tomas, to conclude our statement oxt behatf of our Spanish spesking
delegates, Thank you. ‘ .

WL:‘H&:’IMM Ire

M. Wilton Litilechild, TP.C.
July 24, 2001




