orld Court
Case

An important aspect of this
treaty gathering was the _
presentation of a project of the |
Teton Sioux Nation Treaty
Gathering over the past
several years. With the help of
the international legal experts §
supervised by and consisting
of the American Indian Law Alliance, we were advised that the complicated process of getting to the
International Court of Justice begins with a written description of our case. For lack of a better term, we
are calling this document a brief. The brief is not so much a legal discourse as it is a presentation of the
case of the Lakota Nation with respect to violations of its treaties with the United States in the context of
international law and standards.

IR1 The International Court of Justice,
&8 The Hague, Netherlands

“The Lakota Nation and its treaty relationship with the United States was one of the case studies
(see paragraph 39 of the Treaty Study) utilized by Professor Martinez in preparing the Treaty
Study and exemplifies the issues and problems that he calls the “Indigenous problematique.”
The Lakota Nation with specific treaties, territory, language, culture and history, offers an
instructive model upon which to base an appeal for international intervention.

Although Indigenous nations and cultures are by no means homogeneous, there are many
similarities in values, principles and political struggles. For example, reverence for ancestral
land, equality, not just for people but all animate and inanimate properties of Mother Earth,
preservation of resources for future generations, and a universal desire to ensure the
distinctiveness of a unique way of life. These can be safely generalized.

These values are all reflected in the traditional government, culture and society of the Lakota
Nation, making the case it is presenting here reflective of the status of Indigenous nations and
peoples from across the globe.

This document focuses on the treaty relationship between the Lakota Nation and the U.S.
Treaties are a significant aspect of the relationship between nation states and Indigenous
peoples and provide the juridical link to the issues of land and culture. Therefore, the case of the
Lakota Nation is again demonstrative of the Indigenous “problematique.” Treaties, agreements
and/or constructive arrangements between Indigenous peoples and nation states, as reflected in
the Treaty Study, can be found on every continent in a wide variety of histories and
circumstances. In the same vein, violation and abrogation of treaties directly affects the issue of
Indigenous rights to land, resources and culture, to which Professor Martinez gives such
primacy.”

The document was assembled and orally presented to the people at this gathering by Kent Lebsock of
the American Indian Law Alliance who also serves as the Legal Secretary to the Teton Sioux Nation
Treaty Council. In his presentation he explained that although many aspects of western international law
and standards were utilized, there was a conscious attempt to include the tenets of Natural Law as
communicated by the elders and traditional people during the many years of treaty gatherings of the
TSNTC.
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